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1 . Claim 77 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between 
the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted elements are: each time slot 
comprises a first time segment and a second time segment. 



2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 
41 8 F.2d 528, 1 63 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1 969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1 .130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 



3. Claims 70-80 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1,5,8,11-15 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,005,856. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably 
distinct from each other because the claims in the instant application are broader than 
the claims in the patent. The following is the comparison. 

Regarding claim 1 , a transceiver adapted to transmit and receive spread 
spectrum signals is the same as transmitting —of said slots and receiving — at said 
user station recited in claims 1 and 8; wherein device is adapted to transmit a user 
signal during a first time segment of a first time slot of a polling time cycle is the same 



Application/Control Number: 09/407,008 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2664 

as defining a series of polling cycle ---time slots recited in claims 1 ,8; the polling loop 
time cycle is comprised of a plurality of time slots and each time slot comprises a first 
time segment and a second time segment is the same as each time slot — segment 
recited in lines 58-60 of claim 1 and lines 1-2 of claim 8; wherein the wireless device — 
second time slot is the same as transmitting ™ time slots recited in lines 66-68, col. 22, 
line 1 , col. 23 of claim 1 ; lines 10-1 6, col. 24 of claim 8; wherein the number ™ is 
variable is the same as lines 2-4, col. 23 of claim 1 and lines 12-14, col. 24 of claim 8. 

Regarding claims 71-72, the polling loop time cycle is followed by a second loop 
time cycle and each of the plurality of time slots has the sarne duration and would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art. 

Regarding claims 73, the recitation of each of the plurality of time slots further 
comprises a guard interval is well known in the art to reduce minimize the interference 
between the channels. 

Regarding claim 74, the recitation wherein the user signal comprises a user 
preamble and a user sounding gap is well known in the art. 

Regarding claims 75,76, see the limitations recited in claims 12 and 13. 

Regarding claim 77, a transceiver adapted— - a plurality of time slots is the same 
as the limitations recited in lines 7-14 of claim 8; wherein at least one of the spread 
spectrum signals to be transmitted comprises a general polling signal in a segment of a 
time slot and at least one of the spread spectrum signals to be received comprises a 
general polling response signal from one or more user stations in a different segment of 
an available time slot is the same limitation recited in lines 66-67, col. 23, lines 1-9, col. 
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24 of claim 8; a processing circuit — subsequent transmission Is the same as recited in 
claim 11. 

Regarding claims 78, the limitation is same as recited in claims 12-13. 
Regarding claim 79, the limitation recited is well known in the art. 
Regarding claim 80, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use ID 
for identify the user. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AJIT G. PATEL whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on 571-272-3134. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

AjltPatel 

AP Primary Examiner 



